The tests Massachusetts uses for licensing teachers, the Massachusetts
Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL), have been developed for the state
by the Evaluation Systems group of Pearson (ESP) under continuously
renewed contracts with the Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE). Prospective teachers in Massachusetts must take
a reading and writing skills test as well as a test of their subject-area
knowledge. Pursuant to Chapter 71:38G, licensure tests for K-12 teachers
must be based on what the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) has voted they must know. Therefore, for legal validity, the
MTEL subject-area tests are based on the academic topics spelled out for
HDFKWHDFKLQJ¿HOGLQWKHVWDWH¶V5HJXODWLRQVIRU(GXFDWRU/LFHQVXUHDQG
3URJUDP$SSURYDODQGRQWKHVWDQGDUGVLQWKHVWDWH¶V.FXUULFXOXP
frameworks. To judge by national and international assessments, the
VWDWH¶V . FXUULFXOXP IUDPHZRUNV DUH DPRQJ WKH PRVW HIIHFWLYH
educational standards in the country.1

To judge by national and international assessments, the
VWDWH¶V.FXUULFXOXPIUDPHZRUNVDUHDPRQJWKHPRVW
effective educational standards in the country.
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1998, and the results revealed that large numbers of prospective teachers
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35$;,6 WHVWV IRU WKH 07(/ UDWKHU WKDQ UDLVH
DGPLVVLRQ UHTXLUHPHQWV IRU WKH VWDWH¶V WHDFKHU
preparation programs or provide greater support to
those they admit. Most recently, in October 2008, the
Massachusetts Teachers Association (MTA) issued
DSROLF\EULHIXUJLQJWKHVWDWHWRVZLWFKWR35$;,6
tests.
The purpose of this policy brief is to suggest why
such a switch would halt the gains in academic
achievement in Massachusetts that all groups of K-12
students have demonstrated since 2003 and, instead,
lead to a widening of the achievement gap between
Asian/white students and Black/Hispanic students.

35$;,6/HVV4XDOL¿HG7HDFKHUVDQG
/RZHU6WXGHQW$FKLHYHPHQW
Among the causes of the gains in K-12 student
achievement in the past decade are the improvements
in teacher preparation that can be directly linked
to implementation of the MTEL, beginning with
WKH ¿UVW DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI WKH &RPPXQLFDWLRQ DQG
Literacy Skills Test and the subject-area tests in 1998.
The gains produced by these tests were enhanced
E\ WKH VWDWH¶V QDWLRQDOO\UHJDUGHG  UHJXODWLRQV
for teacher licensing and program approval, and by
the subject-area tests that were revised or developed
based on these 2001 regulations and on the K-12
standards in mathematics (2000), English language
arts (2001), science and technology/engineering
(2002), and history and social science (2003). As
LQGLFDWHG LQ  &05  D FKLHI SXUSRVH RI WKH
2001 teacher licensing regulations (and the tests
based on them) was to strengthen, academically and
SHGDJRJLFDOO\ WKH VWDWH¶V WUDGLWLRQDO DQG DOWHUQDWLYH
teacher preparation programs in order to promote
higher student achievement. As the National
Mathematics Advisory Panel (NMAP) noted in
its 2008 report, based on the evidence from high
TXDOLW\ UHVHDUFK WKH RQO\ LGHQWL¿DEOH FKDUDFWHULVWLF
of effective teachers is their knowledge of the subject
they teach. Far from leading to a decline in enrollment
LQWKHVWDWH¶VWHDFKHUSUHSDUDWLRQSURJUDPVDVVRPH
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predicted, more academically demanding teacher
tests in Massachusetts have led to stronger programs,
increased enrollment, and greater employability.

Among the causes of the gains in K-12
student achievement in the past decade are
the improvements in teacher preparation that
can be directly linked to implementation of
the MTEL.

,QOLJKWRIWKHDERYHRQHPLJKWUHDVRQDEO\DVNZK\
DQ\RQHLQ0DVVDFKXVHWWVZRXOGZDQWHDVLHU35$;,6
tests rather than the MTEL. Among the reasons
offered by the MTA to justify the proposed switch to
35$;,6WHVWVDUHWKHIROORZLQJ
 7KH 07$ FODLPV WKDW XVLQJ 35$;,6 WHVWV
LQVWHDG RI VWDWHVSHFL¿F WHVWV ZRXOG EURDGHQ WKH
pool of teachers available. However, no evidence
is presented for this claim in areas where there are
shortages. According to the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES), there are shortages of
mathematics, science, and foreign language teachers
in every state in the country, over 35 of which use
RIIWKHVKHOI 35$;,6 WHVWV 7KH XVH RI WKHVH WHVWV
has not reduced the shortages in these subject areas.
On the other hand, the Bay State already prepares
more early childhood and elementary teachers than it
can hire, and their numbers would expand with easier
OLFHQVHWHVWVRQO\SUR¿WLQJSUHSDUDWLRQSURJUDPVDQG
professional development providers at the expense of
student achievement.
2. The MTA claims that prospective teachers spend
too much money on their licensure tests because they
have to take so many more than once. However, if
admission standards to teacher preparation programs
were generally higher, and if prospective teachers
were adequately prepared in their programs, most
VKRXOGEHDEOHWRSDVVWKH¿UVWWLPH
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3. The MTA claims that ESP uses items from
a national bank for all its state tests. However,
ESP cannot do this in Massachusetts because it
PXVW DGGUHVV WKH VWDWH¶V RZQ . VWDQGDUGV DQG
the academic topics spelled out in the licensing
regulations. Moreover, most of the pools of test items
or essay prompts drawn on for different forms of
the same subject test for successive administrations
have already been vetted by Department staff for
use on MTEL. These items may also be used by
(63 IRU RWKHU VWDWHV¶ WHVWV EXW RQO\ WKRVH VFUHHQHG
by the Department can be used on MTEL. For
example, the items on the new mathematics test
for elementary/special education teachers have
EHHQ FUHDWHG VSHFL¿FDOO\ IRU WKDW WHVW DQG UHYLHZHG
E\ H[SHUWV 7KH RIIWKHVKHOI 35$;,6 WHVWV GR QRW
V\VWHPDWLFDOO\DGGUHVVWKLVVWDWH¶V.VWDQGDUGVRU
WKHDFDGHPLFWRSLFVOLVWHGIRUHDFKWHDFKLQJ¿HOGLQ
WKLV VWDWH¶V UHJXODWLRQV 0RUHRYHU 35$;,6 subject
tests mingle pedagogical items with subject matter
items, something that MTEL does not do.

,IWKH%D\6WDWHSXUVXHGUHFLSURFLW\LQ
OLFHQVXUHWHVWVE\VZLWFKLQJWR35$;,6
tests, it would be at the expense of
academic rigor and, consequently, student
achievement.
4. The MTA claims that there are “limited
technical reports” on MTEL. However, twice the
Department convened a group of nationally known
and independent experts on large-scale assessment
DQG WHDFKHU OLFHQVXUH 6WHSKHQ .OHLQ RI WKH 5DQG
Corporation and William Mehrens of Michigan State
University participated on both occasions, together
with a third, different expert each time). Their
UHSRUWV ¿OHG ZLWK WKH 'HSDUWPHQW RI (OHPHQWDU\
and Secondary Education in January 2002 and
6HSWHPEHUH[DPLQHGDOOWHVWVSHFL¿FDWLRQDQG
planning documents and concluded that MTEL is a
sound teacher testing system.

 7KH 07$ ZDQWV WKH VWDWH WR XVH 35$;,6 , D
WHVW RI D SURVSHFWLYH WHDFKHU¶V UHDGLQJ ZULWLQJ
DQG DULWKPHWLF VNLOOV LQVWHDG RI WKH VWDWH¶V PRUH
demanding Communication and Literacy Skills Test.
5XWK 0LWFKHOO DQG 3DWWH %DUWK FRQFOXGHG LQ WKHLU
1999 Education Trust article that the Massachusetts
Communication and Literacy Skills Test was the
best skills test available at that time, with a level of
GLI¿FXOW\ FRPSDUDEOH WR D FROOHJH H[DPLQDWLRQ DV
RSSRVHGWR35$;,6,ZKLFKWKH\MXGJHGWREHDWD
PLGGOHVFKRROOHYHOLQGLI¿FXOW\2
 7KH 07$ FODLPV WKDW WKH XVH RI VWDWHVSHFL¿F
tests prevents reciprocity among states. That is
precisely one of its purposes. Long ago, the Board
of Elementary and Secondary Education voted that
anyone who wanted to teach in Massachusetts must
SDVVWKHVWDWH¶VRZQWHVWV²EHFDXVHLWNQHZLWVWHVWV
required the knowledge needed for teaching to the
VWDWH¶V . VWDQGDUGV ,I WKH %D\ 6WDWH SXUVXHG
UHFLSURFLW\LQOLFHQVXUHWHVWVE\VZLWFKLQJWR35$;,6
tests, it would be at the expense of academic rigor
DQG FRQVHTXHQWO\ VWXGHQW DFKLHYHPHQW ,Q DQ\
case, we would be unlikely to gain many teachers
WKURXJKUHFLSURFLW\ZLWK35$;,6VWDWHV7KHVWDWHV
that produce the most new teachers (e.g., California,
1HZ <RUN 7H[DV 0LFKLJDQ ,OOLQRLV DQG *HRUJLD 
because they have the largest number of, or the
biggest, teacher training institutions in the country,
tend to be ESP states.
7. The MTA wants Massachusetts to use not
RQO\ WKH 35$;,6 , VNLOOV WHVW DQG WKH 35$;,6 ,,
VXEMHFW WHVWV EXW DOVR WKH 35$;,6 ,, WHVWV RI WKH
“principles of learning and teaching.” These gradelevel tests of pedagogical theory and practice are
limited in their scope and approach. They openly
favor a “constructivist” approach to teaching and
discourage prospective teachers from using explicit
and systematic instruction in any subject, especially
beginning reading and arithmetic.
,Q VXP WKH 07$¶V VWDWHG UHDVRQV IRU VZLWFKLQJ WR
HDVLHU35$;,6WHVWVFDQKDUGO\EHMXVWL¿HG

3

Maintaining Teacher Quality

,QGHHG WKH SDVV UDWHV IRU WKH WZR ODUJHVW JURXSV
RI SURVSHFWLYH WHDFKHUV LQ WKH VWDWH¶V SUHSDUDWLRQ
programs, prospective early childhood and
elementary teachers, suggest more clearly and
concretely why the Bay State should not heed the
07$¶VUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVWRVZLWFKWR35$;,6WHVWV
The next section shows and explains those pass
rates.

WHDFKHUV WRRN WKH WHVW IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH EHWZHHQ
November 2007 and September 2008, while over
700 retook the test. Only about half the test-takers
SDVVHG WKLV VXEMHFW WHVW WKH ¿UVW WLPH WKH\ WRRN LW
while less than one third of the very large number
who retook the test passed. That is, a total of about
700 prospective teachers passed this test during this
period of time.3

07(/(QVXULQJDQ$FDGHPLFDOO\
4XDOL¿HG7HDFKHU)RUFH

:KDW GRHV 7DEOH , WHOO XV" *LYHQ WKDW RYHU 
candidates took the required test, but less than half of
WKHWHVWWDNHUVSDVVHGRQHLWKHUWKHLU¿UVWRUVXEVHTXHQW
tries, it suggests that many Early Childhood programs
either have low admission standards or are failing
to adequately prepare the prospective teachers they
admit. And lest one argue that it might instead suggest
WKDWWKHWHVWLWVHOILVWRRGLI¿FXOWLWVKRXOGEHSRLQWHG
out that the test is, overall, at about a high school
OHYHOLQGLI¿FXOW\DVDUHPRVWWHDFKHUOLFHQVXUHWHVWV
according to a study published in 1999 by Education
Trust4 and anecdotal evidence from professors and
journalists who have voluntarily taken a teacher
licensure test. Depending on where its “cut” score
was set (the number of correct test items needed for
passing a test, usually determined by a peer group
DQGHGXFDWLRQIDFXOW\LQWKDW¿HOGEHIRUHWKHQXPEHU
is converted into a scaled, or pass, score), its pass
score is likely to represent no more than an 8th grade
OHYHOLQGLI¿FXOW\

Prospective early childhood teachers (whose license
spans Pre-K through 2nd grade) must take two
subject tests for licensure in the Bay State - the Early
&KLOGKRRGWHVWDQGWKH)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJWHVW
which is also taken by prospective elementary and
special education teachers. Based on information on
Table 1:
Number and Percentage of Test-Takers Taking,
5HWDNLQJDQG3DVVLQJWKH(DUO\&KLOGKRRG7HVW
November 2007 to September 2008
Test Name

First-Time Test 7HVW5HWDNHUV
Takers
N
% Passing N
% Passing
Early Childhood 101 41.6
90
24.4
Sept 2008
Early Childhood 215 47.0
143 28.7
July 2008
Early Childhood 213 51.6
140 24.3
May 2008
Early Childhood 218 58.3
185 31.9
March 2008
Early Childhood 201 55.7
159 29.6
Nov 2007
the DESE website, Table 1 shows the number and
percentage of prospective early childhood teachers
ZKRSDVVHGWKH(DUO\&KLOGKRRGWHVWRQWKH¿UVWWU\
RU RQ D VXEVHTXHQW WU\ GXULQJ RQH RI WKH ODVW ¿YH
administrations of the test. About 950 prospective
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5HPDUNDEO\ WKH 07$ SROLF\ EULHI UHFRPPHQGV
no subject area licensure test for early childhood
WHDFKHUV²QHLWKHU D WHVW RI WKH VXEMHFW NQRZOHGJH
teachers need in an early childhood program, nor a
WHVW RI UHDGLQJ LQVWUXFWLRQ²LI WKH VWDWH VZLWFKHV WR
35$;,6WHVWV,QRWKHUZRUGVDVZLWFKWR35$;,6
tests, as recommended by the MTA, would enable
even larger numbers of prospective early childhood
teachers than at present to become licensed, but with
no objective assessment of their subject knowledge.
However, there is currently no shortage of early
childhood teachers in the Bay State to justify
abandoning a test of their academic knowledge.
Massachusetts can afford to insist upon the highest
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Table 2:
1XPEHUDQG3HUFHQWDJHRI7HVW7DNHUV7DNLQJ5HWDNLQJDQG3DVVLQJWKH
*HQHUDO&XUULFXOXPDQG)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJ7HVWV
November 2007 to September 2008
Test Name
General Curriculum
September 2008
)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJ
September 2008
General Curriculum
July 2008
)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJ
July 2008
General Curriculum
May 2008
)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJ
May 2008
General Curriculum
March 2008
)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJ
March 2008
General Curriculum
November 2007
)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJ
November 2007

Although prospective elementary
teachers and prospective special
education teachers all take the General
Curriculum test (a test of the major
content subjects taught in elementary
school), the vast bulk of test-takers
40.6
are prospective elementary teachers;
the same is true for the Foundations of
47.3
5HDGLQJWHVW%HFDXVHWKHQXPEHUVDUH
not disaggregated by the type of license
38.0
sought, we can only make estimates as
to how prospective elementary teachers
32.2
fared on these tests. The most likely
scenario is that somewhat more than
35.5
80 percent of prospective elementary
teachers passed the General Curriculum
30.9
test from November 2007 to September
 RQ WKHLU ¿UVW WU\ DQG EHWZHHQ
32.9
one third and one half passed it on a
subsequent try. The Foundations of
49.3
5HDGLQJWHVWZDVOLNHO\SDVVHGE\RYHU
65 percent of prospective elementary
WHDFKHUV RQ WKHLU ¿UVW WU\ DQG E\ ZHOO
37.7
over one third on a subsequent try.
Thus one can estimate that close to
4,000 prospective elementary teachers
passed both tests over the course of the past year
if one totals up the actual number of those passing
RQO\WKH)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJWHVW$JDLQEHFDXVH
there is also no shortage of elementary teachers
in Massachusetts, the state should insist on high
standards when awarding elementary licenses.

First-Time Test Takers 7HVW5HWDNHUV
N
% Passing N
% Passing
504
84.1
268
51.1
345

64.6

429

918

79.8

319

815

62.8

631

837

75.6

295

1,110

63.5

647

1,015

78.5

320

1,130

65.8

727

791

83.1

306

869

61.9

639

standards when awarding an early childhood license,
and should continue to do so if schooling for preVFKRRO FKLOGUHQ LV H[SDQGHG ,Q WKH FRQWH[W RI D
nationwide effort to mandate schooling for all preschool children from the age of three on, especially
those in our urban areas, the failure to maintain the
highest licensing standards would, in effect, hurt
our most vulnerable children, those most in need of
DFDGHPLFDOO\TXDOL¿HGWHDFKHUV
Now let us look at test results for the other large group
RI VWXGHQWV LQ WKH VWDWH¶V SUHSDUDWLRQ SURJUDPV²
prospective elementary teachers (whose license
covers grades 1-6). Table 2 shows the number and
percentage of prospective teachers who passed the
General Curriculum test and/or the Foundations of
5HDGLQJWHVWRQWKH¿UVWWU\DQGRQDVXEVHTXHQWWU\
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RQRQHRIWKHODVW¿YHGDWHVZKHQWKHVH
tests were given.

The MTA, however, according to its policy
brief, appears unconcerned with maintaining the
&RPPRQZHDOWK¶V FXUUHQWO\ KLJK VWDQGDUGV IRU
OLFHQVLQJWHDFKHUV,WGRHVQRWUHFRPPHQGDVHSDUDWH
reading test for prospective elementary (or special
education) teachers if the state should switch to
35$;,6 WHVWV DQG LWV SROLF\ EULHI IDLOV WR GLVFORVH
WKDW D QHZO\FRQ¿JXUHG *HQHUDO &XUULFXOXP WHVW
will be required of all prospective elementary and
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special education teachers beginning in the spring of
ZKLFKDVZLWFKWR35$;,6FRXOGXQGHUPLQH
The General Curriculum test has been divided in
half, with one score for 40 items on mathematics
and another score for 40 items on science, history,
JHRJUDSK\ DQG FKLOGUHQ¶V OLWHUDWXUH LQFOXGLQJ DQ
HVVD\TXHVWLRQRQHDFKSDUWRIWKHWHVW$UHFRQ¿JXUHG
test with more items in mathematics was developed
to determine whether prospective elementary and
special education teachers have the mathematical
knowledge needed to teach mathematics effectively,
and to encourage their preparation programs to
strengthen their mathematics coursework.

,Q0D\WKH&RQQHFWLFXW%RDUG
of Education mandated the use of the
0DVVDFKXVHWWV)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJWHVW
for all its prospective elementary and early
childhood teachers.

As Charles Caleb Colton famously observed,
³LPLWDWLRQ LV WKH VLQFHUHVW IRUP RI ÀDWWHU\´ DQG E\
WKDWPHDVXUHWKH07(/KDVVXFFHHGHG,Q0D\
the Connecticut Board of Education mandated the
XVHRIWKH0DVVDFKXVHWWV)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJWHVW
for all its prospective elementary and early childhood
WHDFKHUV &RQQHFWLFXW LV D 35$;,6 VWDWH EXW DIWHU
examining all the reading instructional tests offered
by ETS and ESP, it determined that the Massachusetts
)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJWHVWZDVVXSHULRU7ZRRWKHU
states are also considering adoption of this test as a
licensure requirement for teachers of elementary age
children.5
Nevertheless, the MTA recommends that if a switch
LV PDGH WR 35$;,6 WHVWV SURVSHFWLYH HOHPHQWDU\
WHDFKHUVWDNHD³35$;,6,,(OHPHQWDU\&XUULFXOXP
Subject Assessment” as a substitute for both the
General Curriculum test and the Foundations of
5HDGLQJWHVW5HJDUGOHVVRIZKLFKRIWKHWKUHHFXUUHQW
35$;,6 VXEMHFW WHVWV IRU SURVSHFWLYH HOHPHQWDU\
teachers the MTA intends by this reference (0011,
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0012, or 0014), no more than 20-25 percent of the
test items (22 to 30 questions) on any of these tests
assess mathematical knowledge, and no more than
3-7% percent of the test items assess knowledge of
WKUHHRIWKH¿YHPDMRUUHVHDUFKEDVHGFRPSRQHQWVRI
beginning reading instruction: phonemic awareness,
phonics, and vocabulary development. (The second
VHWRIQXPEHUVUHÀHFWVWKHLQÀXHQFHRIWKHGLVFUHGLWHG
“whole language” approach to reading instruction on
WKHVHWKUHH35$;,6WHVWVDVDWOHDVWWZRUHYLHZHUV
have found.7) Thus the MTA recommends neither
a separate test of reading instruction nor a more
comprehensive mathematics test for prospective
elementary (or special education) teachers.
7KH 07$¶V UHFRPPHQGHG VZLWFK IURP 07(/ WR
35$;,6 ZRXOG KROG 0DVVDFKXVHWWV SUHSDUDWLRQ
programs far less accountable than they now are for
ensuring that new elementary or special education
teachers begin their teaching careers with adequate
subject area knowledge in the two critical areas in
WKH HOHPHQWDU\ FXUULFXOXP ,W LV TXLWH OLNHO\ WKDW D
much larger number of prospective elementary and
special education teachers would be able to pass the
UHFRPPHQGHG 35$;,6 WHVW DV VXJJHVWHG E\ WKH
state tables in the Education Trust report), making
for less preparatory work in these critical areas by
education school faculty and for more remedial work
by costly professional development providers after
less well-prepared elementary and special education
teachers begin teaching. Of utmost importance,
diluted and academically weaker tests would lead to
OHVVTXDOL¿HG WHDFKHUV DQG ORZHU VWXGHQW VFRUHV LQ
this state, perpetuating the current achievement gap.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV
1. The Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education (BESE) should raise the cut scores
on MTEL for prospective early childhood and
elementary teachers. We should raise the cut scores to
continue to raise student achievement and to narrow
the achievement gap in the grades where narrowing
will have the greatest long-term positive effects. The
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Bay State must strengthen, not broaden, its corps of
teachers of young children. By raising the cut scores
(the raw scores needed for passing the different
subject tests) on MTEL in areas where we produce
far more teachers than we need, we encourage higher
admission requirements for teacher preparation
programs.

Of utmost importance, diluted and
academically weaker tests would lead to
OHVVTXDOL¿HGWHDFKHUVDQGORZHUVWXGHQW
scores in this state, perpetuating the current
achievement gap.

2. The BESE should ask the Board of Higher
Education to require all schools of education to
include the cost of required teacher tests as part of
student tuition for its licensure programs. Many
technical/trade schools guarantee that their students
ZLOOSDVVWKHVWDWH¶VOLFHQVXUHWHVWVIRUWKHLUWUDGHDQG
include the cost as part of their tuition. Our teacher
preparation programs do not, but there is no reason
why we should expect less of schools of education
WKDQ VFKRROV IRU FRVPHWRORJLVWV ,I WHDFKHUWUDLQLQJ
LQVWLWXWLRQVLQFOXGHGWKHFRVWRIWKHVWDWH¶VOLFHQVXUH
tests as part of student tuition, they would have an
incentive to make sure that those they admitted could
SDVVWKHLUOLFHQVXUHWHVWVDQGSDVVWKH¿UVWWLPH
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(QGQRWHV
Licensure tests for prospective teachers are mandated
QRWRQO\E\WKH0DVVDFKXVHWWV(GXFDWLRQ5HIRUP$FW
RIEXWDOVRE\DSURYLVLRQLQ7LWOH,,RIWKH
reauthorization of the federal Higher Education Act,
which requires that states report annually the pass
rates (on tests the states have chosen or developed)
for each cohort of prospective teachers completing
training programs in their own teacher training
institutions.

1

learn to read very well: The unintended consequences
RI 7LWOH ,, DQG WHDFKHU WHVWLQJ Third Education
Group® Review$UWLFOHV5HWULHYHGRQ2FWREHU
21, 2007 from http://www.thirdeducationgroup.org/
5HYLHZ$UWLFOHVYQKWP

“How Teacher Licensing Tests Fall Short”, Thinking
K-1, Spring, vol.3
2

%HFDXVHWKH)RXQGDWLRQVRI5HDGLQJWHVWVFRUHVDUH
not disaggregated by the type of license sought, it is
not clear how prospective early childhood teachers
fared on this test in this time period. There is also no
way to determine from the aggregated number of all
those who passed the Communication and Literacy
Skills test how many of these prospective early
childhood teachers also passed that test as well.

3

4

“How Teacher Licensing Tests Fall Short”

0RVWRIWKHRWKHU1HZ(QJODQGVWDWHVXVH35$;,6
tests, and not one is noted for having a stronger corps of
teachers or higher scores on the National Assessment
of Education Progress (NAEP) than Massachusetts.
,Q IDFW WKH UHDVRQ ZK\ WKH &RQQHFWLFXW %RDUG RI
Education adopted the Massachusetts Foundations of
5HDGLQJ WHVW IRU DOO LWV SURVSHFWLYH HOHPHQWDU\ DQG
HDUO\FKLOGKRRGWHDFKHUVLVWKDW&RQQHFWLFXW¶VUHDGLQJ
scores on NAEP have been plunging downward for
the past decade.
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5LJGHQ'  5HSRUWRQ/LFHQVXUH$OLJQPHQW
ZLWKWKH(VVHQWLDO&RPSRQHQWVRI(IIHFWLYH5HDGLQJ
,QVWUXFWLRQ 5HWULHYHG 0D\   IURP KWWS
ZZZUIWHQRUJFRQWHQW5LJGHQB5HSRUWBBBSGI
Stotsky, S. (2006). Why American students do not
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