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Executive  Summary
Despite   being   a   relatively   wealthy   state,  

Introduction

2  

3

Income  and  Poverty  in  
Massachusetts
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  Massachusetts  

5

7

  

  

<  $25,000

Massachusetts 20%

Table  1:  Household  Income  in  Massachusetts,  2009

2

3

22,050

Table  2:  2009  Poverty  Line6

Figure  1:  Poverty  Rates  for  Massachusetts  and  US,    
1995  -­  20098
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Who  Lives  in  Poverty  in  Massachusetts?

Massachusetts 2%

20% 5%

2%

26%

3%

30% 2%

5%

23% 3%

3%

7% 2%

6%

6% 2%

3%

25%

20% 2%

Table  4:  Max  and  Min  Poverty  by  School  District    
in  Each  County  (Small  Area  Income  and  Poverty  

Estimates  (SAIPE)),  2009

Massachusetts

23%

7% 7%

7% 6%

6% 6%

7%

25%

Table  3:  Poverty  by  County,  2009
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Counting  Low-­Income  Students

students

How  Does  the  Number  of  Low-­Income  
Students  in  Massachusetts  Compare  to  
Other  States?  

Figure  2:  Children  5  to  17  in  Poverty,  by    
School  District  (SAIPE),  2009
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Poverty  in  Urban  and  Rural  Areas

Figure  3:  FRPL  Eligibility,  Massachusetts  and  US

Figure  4:  Population  Density
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   The   rural  

Urban 22% 70%

Rural 20%

Other 7% 20%

33%

Table  5:  Rural  and  Urban  School  Poverty
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Student  Performance:  The  Gap  for  
Low-­Income  Students

The   National  Assessment   of   Educational  
Progress

Min Min

Urban 32%

Rural 2% 62%

Other 2%

2%

Table  6:  Extremes  of  Rural  and    
Urban  Poverty

District

Orange

Table  7:  Highest  Poverty    
Rural  Districts

Urban Rural

Table  8:  Average  Absences  and  
Suspensions,  Urban  vs.  Rural
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MCAS

Figure  5:  NAEP  Scores  by  FRPL  Eligibility,  2000  -­  2009

Gap

30%

Rural 23%

Table  9:  NAEP  4th  Grade    

by  Income  and  Urban  Status,  200911
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Low-­Income  Student  Performance  
in  Urban  and  Rural  Areas

Overall   Gap

53% 32% 65% 33%

30%

62% 26%

52% 30%

Table  10:  MCAS  Reading  and  Math    

Overall   Gap

3%

6% 20%

20% 7% 27% 20%

23% 22%

Table  11:  MCAS  Reading  and  Math    
Percent  Advanced,  2011

Overall   Urban Rural Other

53% 53%

63%

52% 33% 52%

Table  12:  MCAS  Percent    
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Figure  6:  Poverty  vs.  4th  Grade  MCAS  Scores    
in  2010,  Urban  Districts

Figure  7:  Poverty  vs.  4th  Grade  MCAS  Scores  in  
2010,  Rural  Districts
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2011  MCAS,  Urban  and  Rural13

Figure  9:  Performance  Gap  2001  to  2011,  Urban  and  Rural
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Urban Rural

33 5

26 30

57 65

27 33 6

Table  13:  Percent  of  Low-­Income  Students  

Urban Rural

Urban

  

23 27 33 5

26 30

57 65

27 33 6

Table  14:  Performance  of  Low-­Income  Students,    
Urban  and  Rural,  2001  to  2011

Figure  10:  Changes  in  Performance  2001  to  2011  by  FRPL  
Eligibility,  Urban  and  Rural
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Graduation  Rates

Conclusion

Urban Rural

2006 2006 2006

Table  15:  Change  in  Graduation  Rates  for  Low-­Income  Students,  2006  to  201014
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Appendix  A:  Comparison  of  
Poverty  Measures
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Figure  11:  Census  and  DESE  Measures  of  Low-­Income    
Students  by  District
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District Gap

26%

30% 72%

20% 52% 32%

62%

0%

Nahant 5%

23%

Table  16:  Examples  of  Large  Discrepancies    
Between  Census  and  DESE  Measures



17

Urban and Rural Poverty and Student Achievement in Massachusetts

Appendix  B:  List  of  Urban  and  
Rural  Municipalities
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Endnotes

thresholds
guidelines

guidelines,   available   at  
thresholds

th
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