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Thank you to Chairman Montigny, Chairman Flynn, members of the 

Committee, and Committee staff for the opportunity to testify today.

My name is Steve Poftak and I am the research director at Pioneer 

authorities, had $36 billion in debt.  Administration and Finance 

reported on Tuesday that the actual number is $50 billion, meaning that, 
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the core values of an open society. The Shamie Center for Better Government seeks 

eliminatrion of unnecessary regulation, and a focus on core government functions.
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take a holistic approach in your analysis of debt 

affordability levels.  

I remain mindful of Chairman Flynn’s request 

to assess our debt levels relative to other states 

including counties and quasi-public authorities.  

agencies to purchase access to their data.  

support for the transportation bond bill, House 

is a basic necessity for the economic vitality of 

eligibility for federal funding.

I have several critiques of the legislation and 

legislation.  

First, I believe that this bill is an appropriate vessel 

for transportation reforms that have been much 

discussed but not implemented.  There do not 

appear to be any other options.  It is clear from 

recent statements that the Administration’s plans for 

the Joint Committee on Transportation held its 

hearing on transportation maintenance and safety 

in response to the bridge collapse in Minnesota.  

of alternatives, I urge the committee to include 

reforms related to maintenance of transportation 

infrastructure in the bill before it.  

properly maintained in a cost-effective manner that 

state cares for its assets.  It avoids the question 

for maintenance raises the real possibility of 

added to the current maintenance backlog.

casual observers to understand the current and 

comprehensive understanding of the condition of 

to begin reporting on that condition, in order to 

measure our progress and the effectiveness of  

our spending. 

Properly implemented, a systemic approach to 

infrastructure activity as focused on spending money 

that affects the higher goals of reduced congestion 

and greater throughput, and support for population 
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this is to add maintenance provisions to general 

obligation bond covenants.  Many of our authorities 

Each bond agreement contains covenants that 

mandate funding of maintenance.  Bond buyers 

be kept in good condition.  Perversely, a authority 

bondholder has a greater guarantee of good 

Part of insuring that proper resources are available 

should take a similar approach and put the priority 

The steps outlined above are not easy to achieve.  

But it is good policy and good politics to reform our 

First, 

for the purposes of construction and maintenance.  

the foreseeable future.  The letter added that both 

Perhaps I fail to grasp some of the subtleties of the 

more entrenched silos across the system?

Second,

transportation bond bill issued by the House 

Committee on Transportation.  This Section 

obligation bonds and paid out of the general fund.  

South Weymouth airbase or, failing that, from the 

airbase.  
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– it appears to be a version of district improvement 

implemented properly, it has the potential to open up 

inquiries as to clarify the intent of the section and its 

future potential.  

to fund the improvement of transportation 

maintenance and performance of our transportation 

system.  

Thank you for the time and invitation to testify.  
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